Are you concerned by land issues?
Are you interested to collect field data on land-related issues?

a) Why is the data being collected?
Investments projects are a driving force in Lao development. Extractive industries are in the center of the economic growth strategy of the country. Many organizations working at community-level are witnessing how local populations are affected by FDI projects, land concessions, mining or hydropower development. Some organizations started to document some cases informally. This tool is an attempt to facilitate data collection in a more systematical way, focusing on local communities’ perspectives and their rights as acknowledged by the Lao legislation.

b) How should the form be used?  
This form can be used in various ways, as it suits the organization willing to use it. 
But being realistic, the idea is to gather related information, mainly through informal discussions with villagers in areas where the organization is already active, and doing it during routine field visits. 
The template does not need to be shown to villagers, but serve as a guiding tool (and education tool to disseminate knowledge about legal provisions) and can be filled in later (once back in office). 
One template is used for one case, meaning one investment project (which can affect more than one village). It is not meant for individual cases (and we should not be able to identify individual villagers through this template).

c) What will happen to the information?
Organizations ready to do so can share their data by sending the documented case to the LIWG Secretariat, who will then up-load these on the LIWG website. 
Lao and regional, international networks and working-groups could be interested to use such data in their work to do evidence-based advocacy, present facts in relevant events, raise awareness about some of these issues with targeted audiences or general public. 
Collecting data is certainly a first step of many diverse strategies dealing with various related issues (communities’ empowerment, law enforcement, governance, FDI, CSR…). 
And the suggestion is that we should first start doing the job and see how far we get, before figuring out all the various information usages…




	Title:

	Project
	Village(s)

	Company:
Sector:
Location:
Duration/started in:

	Number of villages:
Name of village(s):
Number of households:
Original or resettled location:

	Actual impact of the project/investment (on land, social, economic, health, environment…)

	Positive
	Negative




	Foreseen further impact of the project/investment

	Positive
	Negative




	Decision-making process

	Interaction with communities: prior access to project information, prior consultation with communities, prior approval by communities, written agreements





	Compensation

	Negotiations process, evaluation of assets, compensation scheme, written agreement, implementation of the agreement…







	Voices of the people 

	How does the affected community perceive the project/investment?






	Other remarks

	



	Were affected communities informed or aware of the below legal provisions?
Were the legal provisions enforced?

	1. Prior to project implementation

	Provision
	Content
	Provided
	Enforced
	Remarks

	PM Decree  112/PM: Environmental Impact Assessment
(16 February 2010)
[bookmark: _TOC18677]Article 7: Rights and duties of project affected people
Article 8: Participation Process
	Right to receive information on the investment project, the benefits and environmental/social impacts during village meetings organized by the local administration and the project developer. 
Right to provide information/data on local environment and society for environment/social assessment and mitigation measures.
Rights to receive the report information on impact and prevention/ mitigation measures.
Right to participate in consultation meetings organized by the authorities and the project developer at village, district, and province level, to share their opinions and give comments on the report and plans, from the first drafts until the final drafts.
Right to participate in discussions on compensation, resettlement and restoration of the living conditions for affected communities; 
Right to make a written proposal to solve the environmental and social problems caused by the investment project (to local and central authorities)
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	

	2. During project implementation

	Provision
	· Content
	Provided
	Enforced
	Remarks

	PM Decree 192/PM
Compensation & Resettlement of People Affected by Development Projects 
(7 July 2005)
PM Decree 112/PM
Article 8: Participation Process
Article 28: Restoration of Living Conditions
Article 33 & 35 : Types of Dispute and Settlement

	· Right to get assistance in surveying assets/property and cost estimation for damages.
· 
· Right to receive fair and adequate compensation for land, crops, trees, property, housing, business, communal facilities, fishing, forest losses + for villagers receiving resettled people.
· 
· Right to receive support during transition period (in kind or in cash) for transport to resettlement site, food allowance, suitable development assistance (until restored livelihood and incomes)
· 
· 
· Right to collaborate with project developers to solve the grievances submitted by resettled people.
During survey-exploration, construction and operation of the project, the project developer must inform affected people of the project activities which are likely to create environmental and social impact (clearing land, destroying rocks, using of dangerous chemicals, discharging water from the reservoir...)

Right to lodge petitions to be considered by Provincial or Capital Resettlement and Restoration of Living Condition Committee.
Environmental and social disputes can occur on:                                                  -Use of natural resources (water, land, mines, forests, wild plants)
-Pollution, environment degradation                                                                           -Allocation of compensation for the loss/damages (land/house/services...)

The project developer must listen to complain/petition and solve disputes.
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
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